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Climate Justice  

Scientists generally concur that humanity has entered a new epoch in the geological time scale, 

namely, the epoch of the Anthropocene. This is when human activity has the greatest impact on 

the earth’s surface, atmosphere, and hydrosphere (Finney and Edwards, 2016). The dominant 

economic model with its fossil fuel dependent system of production and insatiable consumption is 

at the core of our climate crisis.  

Namibia is net carbon sink for it absorbs more greenhouse gases (GHG) than what it emits. The 

country produces only 0.01% of global GHG emissions and is therefore ranked 137th in the list of 

countries with the largest percentage of GHG emissions (Sherbourne, 2022).  Despite the small 

contribution to GHG emissions Namibians are most vulnerable to the effects of climate change 

and the global climate crisis. It is this disproportionality that places inequality at the centre of the 

climate crisis.  The wealthy and highly industrialised countries mainly from the global north are 

the biggest contributors towards climate change with their high levels of fossil fuel consumption 

and therefore high levels of carbon emissions. Yet, it is the countries of the global south that 

contribute far less to carbon emission that are most adversely affected by climate change. Climate 

Justice confronts the inequalities in which the causes and effects of climate change are unequally 

distributed around the world (Volo Foundation, 2023).  

mailto:njsjnam@gmail.com


In Namibia climate change causes frequent extreme weather events that particularly affects the 

water-energy-food nexus (World Food Programme, 2021). In the livestock sector, recurrent 

droughts result in diseases and pests, insufficient grazing, lower market prices for livestock and an 

additional financial burden of purchasing animal feed (Ngaruka, 2019). The dryland subsistence 

farmers are also extremely vulnerable. Women constitute the majority in this sector because they 

are primarily responsible for crop production in the household food production system (GIZ, 

undated). Climate change related disruptions in the water-food-energy nexus negatively affect 

particularly women’s livelihoods, care work, health and migration (United Nations Economic 

Commission for Africa, 2020).   

As a result of climate change, many Namibians have experienced lower crop yields and increased 

risks of crop failure; reduced livestock production; decline in fish stocks, catch and production; 

reduced water availability and lower water quality which will have negative effects on food 

security (and food sovereignty); health and sanitation. There are more frequent occurrences of 

water- and vector-borne diseases; loss of biodiversity; loss of soil fertility and increased soil 

erosion and rising sea levels and declining fish stocks. All these contribute towards stress migration 

that places pressure on facilities and services in urban centres (Republic of Namibia, 2015).   

Resource Extractivism  

Namibia’s has not been able to resolve the triple challenge of poverty, unemployment and 

inequality.  This forces us to repeatedly return to the fundamental nature of our economy which is 

characterised by resource extractivism.  Namibia has to confront its “paradox of plenty”. This 

paradox propels the underdevelopment that gives rise to the triple crisis. Large amounts of raw 

materials are extracted (often through environmentally damaging ways) with few local benefits 

(Acosta, 2013). Until we confront and resolve the questions of primary commodity export 

dependency with few benefits to the vast majority of the Namibian population, the triple challenge 

will remain. 

There is a close connection between environmental destruction and resource extractivism. It causes 

air, water and land pollution as it expels toxic waste. It is responsible for half of the world’s carbon 

emissions, and 20% of the world’s biodiversity loss. It threatens the health and livelihoods of local 

communities and is often associated with human rights abuses (United Nations Environmental 

Programme, undated).  

With it’s abundant solar and wind potential, Namibia has been identified as a potential green 

hydrogen hub. While the Namibian government has hailed this as a source of foreign direct 

investment and job creation, there are energy, water and climate justice issues that remain 

unanswered.  There are fears that the global search for “green energy” may be another form of 

resource extactivism and may increase if issues of redistributive justice, environmental justice, 

energy justice and water justice are not addressed (Müller, Tunn and Kalt, 2022) 

Thematic Areas 

• Climate Change, Environmental and Social Justice 

• Outcomes of COP 28  



• Effects of Climate Change on the water-food-energy nexus  

• Energy Transition 

• Effects of Climate Change on Livelihoods  

• Green Jobs    

• Climate Change and Gender  

• Climate Change and the Agriculture, Forestry, and Other Land Use (AFOLU)  

• Climate Change and Health  

• Climate Change and Migration  

• Loss and damage reparations and the principle of common but differentiated 

responsibilities and respective capabilities.   

• Climate resilient infrastructure  

• Resource Sovereignty  

• Resource Extractivism and (Under)development  

• Resource Extractivism and Environmental Destruction  

•  

Publication Schedule  

• 15 February 2024:  Deadline for all abstracts  

• 29 February 2024: Feedback on abstracts to authors.  

• 4 April 2024:  Online Key Point Workshop for all scholarly article’s   

• 16 June 2024:  First draft submission for reviews  

•  30 July 2024 completion of review process.  

• 30 August 2024 Reviewers’ comments incorporated into the articles and final articles 

returned to editor.  

• 30 September 2024: Finalisation of language edit 

• 15 October 2024P: Layout completed  

• 30 September 2024: Review of Gallery Copies  

• 15 November 2024 Printing completed  

• 25- 28 November 2024: Journal Launch  
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